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2017 Key
Dates
Thursday 28th September
End of Term Assembly
2.00 pm School Gymnasium
Friday 29th September
Term 3 Ends
Monday 16th October
Term 4 Commences
Tuesday 24th October
School Association Meeting
Thursday 26th October
Questacon visit
Thursday 2nd November
School Athletics Carnival
Friday 3rd November
Professional Learning Day (no students)
Monday 6th November
Recreation Day (Public Holiday)
Monday 13th November
MSP School Photos
Tuesday 14th - Friday 17th November
Grade 5/6 School Camp
Friday 17th November
School Immunisations
Monday 20th November
Steve Biddulph - Raising boys workshop
Tuesday 21st November
Steve Biddulph - Raising girls workshop

Flinders Island District High School
Department of Education

During the year our teachers have been participating in the professional
learning associated to teaching Digital Technologies and STEM (Science
Technology Engineering Maths). Digital Technologies extends students use of
ICT resources and encourages them to use their ICT skills to create new systems such as coding, storing and transmitting data and crucially
understanding computer algorithms to create and operate different resources
such as robotics, developing an App and making new computer games. STEM is
the combination of each of the 4 subject areas identified at the same time
using a common project/problem, such as the raft building challenge in term 1,
as a driver of real life learning.
Digital Technologies develops skills in computational thinking, systems thinking
and design thinking, which are problem-solving strategies that students will
carry for life. STEM also touches every aspect of our lives, from our
smartphones to the technologies that enable us to explore the world around
us and outer space. STEM and Digital Technologies drives innovation in our
fast-changing world and we have been fortunate that many of our teachers
have completed professional learning in these crucial areas to allow our
students to experience this important learning.
In the final week of term our secondary students will be participating in
‘Challenge Week’. This is an exciting week that will focus on building model F1
cars that will then be raced against each other on Friday afternoon. Students
will also be undertaking some catering activities as well as another group of
students creating the 2018 School Calendar – the final week of term will be
different and very busy for our secondary students.
We have our school assembly on Thursday afternoon in the gym – this will
celebrate some of the great learning that is happening across the school – I
look forward to seeing you there if you have the chance.
Kind regards,
Kind regards
Stuart Dwyer

Working With Vulnerable People Card
Any persons wishing to volunteer, work or make regular visits to the school are now required to have a
Working With Vulnerable People Card. These cards can be applied for though the Department of Justice
at the following link.
https://wwcforms.justice.tas.gov.au/RegistrationForm.aspx

This term, some of the secondary students have been taking part in the $20 Business Challenge, run
by the Foundation for Young Australians. For this challenge, the students have had to create and run
their own business. Last week, we were notified that two of our young business teams have been
shortlisted to be considered as finalists in the 'Unleashed Awards', which is a national competition
searching for innovative new businesses. Congratulations to Marshall Clarkson and his business 'Hold
Me Beer', and to Olivia John, Emily Wood, James Taylor McKain and Sophia Smith for their business
'Big Bad Bakers'. Congratulations also to all of the other business teams that have put in hours of
effort this term.

The above ‘Big Bad Bakers’ have been
listed as finalists for the National
Unleashed Awards in Melbourne on the
19th & 20th of October’.

School Performance Announcement
In music classes, all students from grades Prep to 4 have been
working on a musical production of Peter Pan.
The cast has now been announced, and each child has a copy of
the script which they can take home to practice.
The date of the performance is yet to be set, but it will be around
the middle of term 4.
We are looking forward to showcasing the hard work of our
talented students!

Parents, family & community members are invited to attend our End of
Term 3 Assembly which will be run by the 5/6 class.
When:

Thursday 28th September at 2.00 pm

Where:

School Gymnasium

The next meeting of the School Association will be held on
24th October at 5.45pm in the school media room

HAT REMINDER
Just a reminder that in term 4 all students need to
wear a wide brimmed hat when outside. This includes
break times and outside class activities. Children with
out hats will be excluded from outdoor activities.
Suitable hats are available from the school office for
$14.00

Throughout the 9/10 Work Studies lessons, we have developed a small project that incorporates
members from our community and the students at the school. The program accomplishes this by
generous members of the community donating their time and equipment to share their skills or stories
with the students during the school lunch break. This project was created with the intent of having
more community involvement within the school and to showcase our community’s diversity.
We would like to extend a special thank you to the community members who have offered their
knowledge and experience.
As part of this Donna McDermott from Hydro Tasmania visited the school library on Friday 15th
September to run a ‘Tower Challenge’ with the students.
Lucy Walker, Amber Matthewson and Angus Elwood.

WEEDING IN THE LIBRARY
No, that’s not a typo! We are ‘weeding’ our non-fiction book collection, removing
any books that have out-of-date information, have been replaced with newer
editions, or are just plain worn out.
The students have the opportunity to purchase books they consider ‘Good Weeds’ at
50c a book. Check them out in the school library.

On Thursday 21st September Senator David Bushby & Senator Jonathon Duniam
visited the school where they met with the Student Leaders and had a tour of the
school. They were impressed the students and the quality of the school facilities.

The playground fundraising committee are busy preparing for the show.
Keep your eye out for the following at the show:

Gourmet Popcorn,

Marshmallow Stick

Rocky Road

Local Produce Show Bags that have been assembled by the students on the committee

Dolly’s Cowpat Lotto

Trish’s Auction
Any parents able to volunteer their time to help on the day or local businesses who would
like to donate to this cause or have their business information included in the show bags
please contact the school office on 6359 2021

This initiative is providing more choice to students undertaking Years 11 and 12 at their local high school. The State
Government is also breaking down the perception that education finishes in Year 10 and building the
ambition for even more Tasmanian students to want to complete Year 12.
Education, training and skills qualifications beyond Year 10 are critical as they enhance young people’s employment
prospects greatly, which in turn benefits the Tasmanian community as a whole.
FIDHS will still conduct the Transition Program, and will continue to support our school leavers who choose to
further their education off-island. For some families, the extension school option may be more viable and the initiative is
to allow choice and encourage continued education.
“Research has shown that the best possible predictor of adult health, wealth and happiness, was not the achievement at
school, but the number of years.” Henry Lennon of Cambridge University.
As an extension school, it was necessary to provide a quiet and independent study space for senior students in 2018. As
you can see below, there was some fun had by renovating the old ‘computer room.’

Before

After

STUDENT & STAFF INTERVIEWS
Primary Student
Name:

Jaxon Scown

What is your favourite subject at school?

Science

What would you like to be when you grow up?

Fire Fighter

What do you like about your friends?

Cool hair, funny & kind

Secondary Student
Name:

Sophia Smith

What is your favourite subject at school?

P.E.

What is your dream career?

Horse eventer

What are your hobbies?

Horse riding & sports

What are three qualities that you admire in other
people?





Caring
Supportive
Good humour

Staff Member
Name:

Mr Cole

What do you like most about your job?

Fun aspects and helping people achieve their goals

What do you like least about your job?

Extra lunch duties

Name three things people might not know 
about your job?



I don’t finish work at 3
I work in the holidays
The amount of hours involved in each week

Staff Member
Name:

Miss Pickering

What do you like most about your job?

Reward children achieving their goals

What do you like least about your job?

Yard duties

Name three things people might not know 
about your job ?



Pumping up balls
Ordering equipment
Organising carnivals

STUDENT
Grade

AWARDS

Student

Award

Abbey Cox

Working hard during group time and
following instructions well

Jacinta Moon

Being an excellent helper in class

Poppy Pitchford

Consistent effort in all learning areas

Harry Pitchford

Improved effort and application in
class and for being a fantastic helper

Harry Lines

Excellent presentation for ‘Sporting
Hero’ speech and working independently
in fitness

Kinder / Prep

Student
Grade 1/2
Student
Grade 3/4
Student
Grade 5/6

Student
Grade 7/8
Student
Grade 9/10
Student

Amber Matthewson Always offering to help other and being kind and mature

Award

Davia John

Always being excited and engaged in
kitchen garden

Student

May Wain

Kindness towards other students

Leaders

Monday 18th

September 2017
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